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Sermon Series: 

We’ve all seen tensions rise and probably felt our tempers flare.  What is behind how we believe and feel?  
How has American culture distorted the nature of God and faith?   A short book written by United 
Methodist historian, Dr. Paul Chilcote, Active Faith: Resisting 4 Dangerous Ideologies with the Wesleyan 
Way (c. 2019, Abingdon Press) is going to be a primary resource for our October sermon series. Join us as 
we expose some hidden assumptions and embrace an active faith characterized by humility, hospitality, 
healing, and holiness.   

Sunday Worship Times 
8:00 a.m.  Morning Chapel  10:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary  

Live and Share God's Love 

The Messenger 
First United Methodist Church of Wausau 

903 Third Street 

Wausau, WI  54403 

 

 

     RETURN SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 715.842.2201 fumcwausau.org 

Oct. 17 – The Practice of Healing:   
Resisting Dispensationalism with Peace 
Psalm 41; 2 Corinthians 5:15-20 

 
 
 

Oct. 24 – The Practice of Holiness:   
Resisting Antinomianism with Love 
Psalm 32; Luke 15:11-24 

 

Oct. 31 –  Reformation Sunday 
 

     2021 
Dear First UMC Family of Faith, 
 

In a Peanuts cartoon, Linus says, “There are three things I have learned never to 
discuss with people: religion, politics, and The Great Pumpkin.”  As we begin 
“Pumpkin Season”, we’re going to bravely learn and discuss how some of our 
leanings in faith and politics are likely more influenced by our culture than by 
Christ.  Sorry, Linus, but as a pastor I think it’s important to discuss and  
examine our beliefs.  Either our current faith and actions will be strengthened, 
or we’ll begin to see things from a new perspective and have our faith renewed.  
It may not be easy, but it’s an ultimate win-win. 
 

There are four types of common beliefs in our culture that we’ll be learning 
about.  Fundamentalism shows up on both the conservative and liberal sides of 
the religious and political spectrum and causes problems in the souls of  
individuals, churches, and countries.  Nationalism (no to be confused with  
patriotism) holds an assumption that our country and culture is better than  
others.   Dispensationalism is a doomsday interpretation of the Bible developed 
in the 19th century with a focus on “the rapture”, which will supposedly rescue 
us from responsibility in and to this world.  Antinomianism literally means 
“against the law” and results in thinking our actions aren’t important, and that 
what or who we believe is all that matters.   
 

As you read this brief summary, it’s likely you thought of other people you 
know who hold to some of the ideologies I just described.  That often deflects 
from how God’s grace is convicting each of us.  Our challenge is to welcome 
the Holy Spirit to search our own souls for aspects of these beliefs that are  
sabotaging the kind of active faith God wants us to have.  I pray that our  
October Sermon Series will help provide a way for us to understand and  
respond with renewed truth, joy, peace, and love.  
 

With Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Rebecca 

The Word without the Spirit is fundamentalism.  

The Spirit without the Word is fanaticism.  

The Church without the Kingdom is institutionalism. 

The Kingdom without the Church is idealism. 

And any of this without Jesus is mere formalism. 

By JD Walt, Seedbed Devotional on August 30, 2021 

 

Oct. 3 – The Practice of Humility:   
Resisting Fundamentalism with Truth 
Psalm 139:13-18, 23-24; Philippians 2:1-11 

Oct. 10 – The Practice of Hospitality:   
Resisting Nationalism with Joy 
Psalm 100; Matthew 25:34-46 
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